Keisha Summers was born July 12, 2005 in Oyster Shoals, Colorado to the proud, loving parents of Marshall and Naomi Summers.

Keisha was very excited about her first day at Mathers Pre-School in Oyster Shoals last year, according to her family. Her mother Naomi recalls that Keisha was so exuberant about choosing a pretty pink dress to wear with matching ribbons in her hair for her first day of school. She was even more ecstatic when she returned home from school.

“When she returned home from her first day in class “She just kept saying, ‘Mommy! Mommy! I got to be the leader in the ABC group! Mrs. Johnson (her teacher) said that I did a good job. I get to do it again!’ She was so excited and couldn’t wait to go back the next day and the next after that!”

Sadly, Keisha’s enthusiastic returns to class were less frequent, due to her illness. Diagnosed at three years old with acute myelogenous leukemia, a rare blood disorder more commonly found in adults, little Keisha had spent the last year of her life in and out of the Fleming Clinic in Cleavis. Her illness went into remission for a year. However, it returned aggressively in late 2009. Treatments had become futile. Despite her tender young age and fragile body, Keisha was not to be defeated emotionally, her family maintained.

“There was just a light that she had about her,” said Keisha’s Aunt Isabel Jennings. “You could just tell when you were around her that she was special—just a tough, little grown lady, she laughed, while choking back tears.  “She really put up a tremendous fight,” she emphasized. We loved her so much, but we accept that the Lord loved her and needed her more.”

During sunnier times, the family recalls that Keisha or Kee Kee, as she was affectionately named, loved using aluminum foil to make clothes for her Boo Bear and for her dolls. She referred to her dolls as “her babies” and she had a specific name for each of them, often pretending that they were singers and dancers. She loved watching cartoons, drawing, singing, going to church, playing with her friends, and making sandcastles at Minton Beach. 
After a long, valiant bout with cancer, 5-year-old Keisha Summers of Oyster Shoals passed away Wednesday at the Fleming Pediatric Clinic in Cleavis. Her loving parents and eight-year-old brother, and her favorite toy, Boo Bear, were at her bedside.

In addition to her devoted parents, Marshall and Naomi Summers, her brother Abel; and Aunt Isabel Jennings, Keisha is survived by all of her grandparents, four aunts, five uncles, 10 cousins, and a host of loving relatives and friends. She will be missed dearly.

