Garson Cleveland, a long-time resident of Perry Lakes, Texas, succumbed to a heart attack Sunday at his home. He was 59.

Born March 8, 1951 in Mercer Hospital in Mercer, Texas, Mr. Cleveland graduated from Brooks High School in Epoch, Texas in 1969. He acquired his interest in engineering during the four years he served in the U.S. Navy, from where he was honorably discharged in 1973.

After his honorable military discharge, he met the former Mavis Wilson, the love of his life. They married in 1974. Sadly, Mavis passed away in 2004 of an aortic aneurysm. Mr. Cleveland was devastated, family recalls, but he stayed busy in an attempt to fill the void left by his beloved wife. 

Mr. Cleveland worked as an electrical engineer for 35 years with the same company—a rarity by standards of today. “Cleve”, as he is known to family and friends, cherished his children and grandchildren, enjoyed his work at Bing & Hughes Laboratories in Burdin, made many friends among his co-workers, and was an avid fisherman and tennis player.   He had retired only one year ago.

Mr. Cleveland was a deacon at his church, Praise Fellowship Christian Church.  He also played bass guitar in the jazz combo, Live Wire, a band that consisted of his Navy buddies John Lexington on drums; Nat Delaney on saxophone; and Billy Woods on piano. They had a regular Friday night gig at the Blue Light Club on Pier 99.

“Cleve really was a jack-of-all-trades,” recalls Delaney. “There really wasn’t too much he couldn’t do.  He could fix cars, play a variety of musical instruments, and was a terrific cook too. He would throw down some mean catfish or even lasagna for the band sometimes.”  He was really a beautiful cat and I loved him like he was my brother.’’

In addition to his wife Mavis, Mr. Cleveland was preceded in death by his loving parents: Jerald and Yolanda Cleveland; and his sister, Oleta Barnes.
He is survived by his daughter, Aubrey Walker of Mirror Valley, two sons: Terence and Mark, both of Peytonville; one son-in-law, Jarvis; two daughters-in-law, Renee and Cherine; three brothers; two sisters-in-law; six grandchildren, and a host of other relatives and friends.

